ACSCOA OPD — Rev. Annie Mai Hartley, 2019
Sample Funeral Service — Returning Home Ceremony

Celebrating the Life of Sally Owen
22 November 1951 — 4 July 2019

Ceremony — 20th July — River Bay SLSC The room has windows across the front
overlooking the sea which is about 30-50 metres away.

Funeral Directors - River Bay Funerals

Sally’s Wedding Bouquet onto small table near Minister
Sand box is place on the left-hand side of the room with a large candle alight
when people arrive.

Pre- Music — Harp - Jillian Dee

On Arrival — Guest given a tea light to light and place on table near by Light
from Central main candle.

Celebrant’s Welcome

Good afternoon

My name is Annie Mai Hartley and | welcome you on behalf of Jed and his
family in this Celebration of Sally Owen’s life.

But all here know her as Sue...

We are going to begin with a very vibrant and joyous song, one that Sally loved
and enjoyed. It’s a song she fell in love with back in her teens and even
recently when played to her in the hospital she was simply smiling as some of
her close family danced around her bed.

When you hear it you too can smile.

Feel free to stand and rock along thinking upon Sally smiling and enjoying this.

SONG : Rocka hula baby — Elvis — Blue Hawaii

This will be the most active piece of music this afternoon, but it is to remind us
that Sally wants us to celebrate her life and to remember Sally’s love of life.

So let us honour, celebrate and give thanks for the life and light Sally gave so
generously to all around her.

| now ask Jed, Tom, Lyn, Steve and their partners and their children to rise and
come forward and light their candles symbolising the light that Sally is, but also
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the light she has brought to each of our lives and radiates among us today. And
to also place your special tokens of farewell.

(The family move up and light the candles — and to place the Singapore orchids
and the small flower of her grandson on the casket.)

| didn’t have the privilege of meeting Sally but from the stories | have heard
from Tom and Russ over the years and more recently from other family
members, her love for family was the most important thing in her life —and |
feel | have got to know Sally just a little more from the beautiful family
members | have met.

Jed her Dear husband, Steve, Tom and Lyn, her children, and their respective
spouses, Rea, Russ and Chris and most importantly her beautiful grandchildren
Jack ,Ben, Lee and John and her special child Coco.

Feel the embrace of her love for you all, and know that the candles you lit also
symbolise the beautiful light in your hearts, as well as Sue’s, that will always be
that place of connection for you.

Let us for a moment feel our heart centres — right in the centre of our chests —
where our light of love shines

and feel how it flows to Sally and

see how she shines, being filled with your love.

But we also need to let go.

The heart connection stays always. The emotions, the thoughts where we hold
onto so tightly, these we need to release and let Sally be free in her new way
of being.

Remembering our Heart Light is our connection to Sally always.

| read a poem about letting go
Christina Rossetti

LET ME GO

When | come to the end of the road
And the sun has set on me

| want no rites in a gloom filled room
Why cry for a soul set free?
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Miss me a little, but not for long

And not with your head bowed low
Remember the love that once we shared
Miss me, but let me go.

For this is a journey we all must take
And each must go alone

It’s all part of the master’s plan

A step on the road to home.

When you are lonely and sick at heart
Go to the friends we know

Laugh at all the things we used to do
Miss me but let me go.

Sally’s express wish for today was to come together as a family and support
one another, share a few stories, your many happy memories, have a laugh, a
tear, a bite to eat and something to drink.

And | remind you of the chosen symbol, the candle. The candle was a symbol
Sally loved because for years she made beautiful candles to light the lives of
those not only close to her, but those who bought them. She loved her
candles.

And so we remember the light, the heart light connection and the light that
lights the way for Sally to depart onto her inner journey.

EULOGY

Now let us hear some loving and memorable stories
1. First from her Children, Tom, with Steve and Lyn by his side.
2. I now ask Lilian Knot, a dear and close friend to say some words.
3. Russ, her son-in-law, has a poem in tribute to Sally — The Sea.

HARPIST Jacqui
Let us take a few minutes to reflect, and remember the special moments you
have had with Sue.

Photographic Presentation
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Let us now enjoy Sally’s life in this Photo presentation
Somewhere Over the Rainbow 3.48
Goodbye (The Saddest Word) 4.33

What a beautiful heart she has. Hold those memories but ...........let her go and
let her be free.

Before the final ceremony | am to remind you that Jed, Tom, Lyn and Steve
have invited you to stay to share some refreshments loving prepared by the
Batemans Bay CWA.

And that Sally requested no flowers but if you felt to give a charitable donation
to the Batemans Bay Hospital Auxillary and Palliative Care you would be
welcome to do so.

But importantly Sally has left you all a gift — The booties you see at the back of
the hall were handcrafted by Sally in her last few months — She wanted you to
have something extra special to remember her by.

And the family wish for me to extend a special thanks to Jillian Dee, our
harpist, who has come up from Melbourne.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FINAL CEREMONY

As we move into the final ceremony, | begin with some words about this time
of transition from the earthly life into the heavenly worlds.

Final departures come often with sadness and feelings of loss, but this period
of time is a special time where Sally is adjusting to her new surroundings and
often when people are in this phase they can be felt by some in different ways
— a special presence in a dream, a soft whisper in the ear, a feather like touch
on the cheek — If this happens to you, don’t be afraid but embrace the love,
the message, she may be giving you.

Other feelings can also emerge, like feelings of regret — | didn’t say something |
wanted to — | wanted her to forgive me for something — Such feelings are
normal and allow them to flow — But you can go to your heart light and say
what you want to say and allow it to flow with all the love you can to Sally —
she will get it.

And there can also be feelings of great joy and that can be confusing —but |
am supposed to be sad, you may think. Embrace this joy if it comes your way,
for being released on the inner can bring enormous joy to those released to
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the heavenly worlds or however you may perceive them. Embrace this and
enjoy this and see her lift upwards.

I now ask you to quietly form a circle around Sue by simply moving out to the
side of the room and where possible hold hands.

Let us just settle and quietly become aware of our breaths, let us become still.

Let us feel her love and the Joyous person who was wife, mother, grandmother
and friend and let us with love and gratitude help her on her journey’s way.

We have formed The circle of eternity — please hold hands where possible.
This circle is a symbol of the eternal love and affection with which we cherish
Sally. Though she has departed her earthly life, she lives forever more in our
hearts. If we are saddened by her loss, let us remember the light and the love
which she gave us during her life amongst us. If our own light dims, remember
the consolation we find among those who have also been touched by her light,
her life and her love.

Again we connect to the beautiful symbol of light in our hearts

Let us see our hearts connect one to another

Now see our circle filled with our love light completely embracing Sally and
then let us see Sally being lifted upwards helping her on her heavenly journey

“Her breath has departed to the 4 winds of heaven

Her tears of Joy and sadness are taken back into the 7 seas

Her physical body passes from us now, for earth shall unto earth return

The fire of her soul shall return to great fire, which dwelleth at the centre of all
life. “ (Celtic committal)

It is time to say goodbye

| ask the family to take their position *

John has his special farewell - (He places her wedding bouquet on the casket )
Final Blessing

“From the Light she Has come

To the Light she will return
From Spirit she has come
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To Spirit she has returned” ( ATS Church RRL)

Let us open the circle and let Dear Sally depart our earthly embrace, seeing
her lifting into the light, setting her free.

RECESSIONAL
MUSIC: Time to Say Goodbye — Con te partiro

The family takes Sally on the last part of her earthly Journey
*Led by Jed and Annie Mai

Pall bearers — Ross, Tom, Chris, Steve
Followed by Lyn — Lee, John — Rea, Jack and Ben

The circle opens — Trish and Lisa will be the door openers
The procession moves to the Hearse and Sally is placed inside, family have the

opportunity to touch the casket and say goodbye
We all stand and say our goodbyes as the Hearse moves off.

| ask the participants to enjoy the sea for about 15 minutes so the venue can
be rearranged for the refreshments.

It was said by participants as the ceremony proceeded dolphins came in very
close and played in the water.



